
 

 

 

 

 

 

Hummersea Primary Reading Spine 

                                           Here at Hummersea books help us believe, achieve and inspire! 
 
Our reading spine is a collection of recommended books which are considered to be essential reads for everyone and based on the five plagues of reading 
and reflecting diversity. The books in our collection consist of whole-class core texts (Class Novel) and recommended independent reads. They have been 
carefully selected to stretch vocabulary, expose children to different structures and timeframes, encourage critical and analytical thinking and most importantly 
to promote a love of reading. This reading spine ensures pupils at Hummersea will leave school having had exposure to wide-ranging, linguistically varied and 
intellectually inspiring collection of texts. It also ensures an exposure to a range of text types of various genres, gradually building children’s stamina and 
familiarity with challenging texts. It develops the skills they will need to dissect more complex texts at secondary school. 





 

EYFS: Nursery 
 

In our Early Years Foundation Stage, children will have early exposure to our reading spine with a selection of carefully chosen class core texts, as well as a classroom reading areas stocked with additional texts consisting of a range 
of recommended reads.  

 

 

Autumn 1  
10 Little fingers and 10 little toes,  

Houses,  

Every house on every street,  

Colour me happy,  

Colour me sad, 

The large family,  

George’s tooth,  

Marvellous me,  

The family book.  

Elmer  

Funnybones 

Autumn 2  
The very helpful hedgehog,  
The Gruffalo,  
Autumn,  
Going on a leaf hunt,  
Owl babies,  
Rosie’s walk,  
Old McDonald, 
Elves and the Shoemaker, 
Jolly postman 

Spring 1   

 
Traditional tales-  
3 little Pigs,  
Little Red Riding Hood, 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears,  
Gingerbread Man, Ugly Duckling,  
There Billy Goats Gruff  

Spring 2 

 
Topsy and Tim,  
Zog,  
Emergency,  
Highway Rat,  
Clarabella’s teeth,  
The firetruck,  
Diggers,  
 
Jack and the beanstalk,  
The very hungry caterpillar,  
Ten seeds,  
Jasper’s beanstalk,  
Sam plants a sunflower,  
Handa’s Hen,  
Mad about minibeasts,  
What the ladybird heard 
 

 

Summer 1  
 
Dinosaur roar,  
How to grow a dinosaur,  
Stinkysaurus,  
Harry and his bucket full of dinosaurs,  
Dinosaur stomp,  
Dinosaur cafe,  
Saturday night at the dinosaur stomp,  
Mad about dinosaurs 
 
Whatever next, 
Man on the moon,  
First flight, 
Aliens love underpants noise book,  
Roaring rockets,  
Smeds and the Smoos,  
Alien tea on planet zum-zee 

 

Summer 2  
What the ladybird heard at the seaside, Snail and the whale,  
Sharing a shell, Bright Stanley,  
The fish who could wish,  
Rainbow fish,  
Sally and the limpet,  
Commotion in the ocean,  
Billy’s bucket 
 
Pets- I want a pet 
Zoo- Dear Zoo 
Pond- down by the cool of the pool  
Jungle- Rumble in the Jungle,  
Handa’s Surprise,  
Mad about dinosaurs 
 

 



 

Reception 
In our Early Years Foundation Stage, children will have early exposure to our reading spine with a selection of carefully chosen class core texts, as well as a classroom reading areas stocked with additional texts consisting of a range 
of recommended reads.  

 

Autumn 1  
Paper Dolls,  
Funnybones,  
Stickman,  
Six dinner Sid,  
I want a pet, 
Colour monster,  
Oliver’s Veg patch, Pumpkin soup,  
Room on the broom 

Autumn 2  

 
Leaf man,  
Goodbye Summer- Hello Autumn,  
Goodbye Autumn- Hello winter,  
Owl babies,  
All about hedgehog, Little Red Hen,  
Tree,  
Handa’s Surprise,  
Elves and the Shoemaker,  
Nativity, 
 

Spring 1   
Room on the Broom,  
The Magic porridge pot,  
Supertato,  
Superworm,  
The singing mermaid 

 

Spring 2 
What the ladybird heard,  
Zog,  
Zog and the flying doctors,  
Firefighter,  
Police,  
Burglar bill,  
Goldilocks,  
Topsy and Tim,  
Alan’s scary teeth,  
Clarabella crocodile, 
The Tiny seed,  
Titch,  
The very hungry caterpillar,  
The very busy spider, Arggghh spider,  
How to grow frogs,  
The very lazy ladybird,  
The bad tempered ladybird, 
Oi frog,  

 

 

Summer 1  
Tyrannosaurus drip,  
Stinkysaurus,  
Mad about dinosaurs,   
Dinosaur stomp,  
The dinosaur who lost his roar,  
How to look after your dinosaur,  
How to grow a dinosaur 
Whatever next,  
How to catch a star, Smeds and the Smoos,  
Aliens love underpants,  
Moon,  
You choose in space,  
Space poems,  
The Darkest Dark, 
Nighty night,  
Under the silver moon 

Summer 2  
Sally and the limpet,  
Rainbow fish,  
Commotion in the ocean,  
Tiddler,  
The tale of the toothbrush,  
Sharing a shell,  
Mister seahorse,  
At the beach,  
The lighthouse keepers lunch,  
The singing mermaid,  
Pirates love underpants,  
The fish who could wish 
Rainforests- Rumble in the jungle, Walking through the jungle,  
There’s a rang tang in my bedroom,  
Call me gorgeous  
Sea- Snail and the Whale,  
Tiddler, The Tale of a toothbrush,  
Desert- The great tree 
Swamp/Pond- Down by the cool of the pool  
Arctic- Tango make three, lost and found, White bear, White bear 



 



 



KS1: children will have exposure to our reading spine with a selection of carefully chosen class core texts, as well as a classroom reading areas stocked with 

additional texts consisting of a range of recommended reads. 
Year 1 

Autumn 1  

 

Autumn 2  

 

 

Spring 1 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring 2 

Summer 1 

               

Summer 2          

Story Time/Suggested texts for shelf: 

Traditional Tales- Little Red Riding Hood, Three Little Pigs, Gingerbread Man, The Three Billy Goats Gruff,  including alternative versions 

(narratives from different viewpoints). Voices In The Park, The Enormous Crocodile, Esio Trot. The Tear Thief By Carol Ann Duffy, Cops 

and Robbers Janet and Alan Ahlberg, Hair Love by Matthew Cheery, The Day the Crayon’s Quit, Fantastic Mr Fox. 

Drawing Club/Class Reader Texts: Little Rabbit Foo Foo, Little Red Riding hood, Bagpuss, A dark, dark tale, Three Billy goat’s gruff, 

Bananaman, A little bit brave. 



KS1: Year 2 
Autumn 1  

 

 
 

Autumn 2  

 

 

 

Spring 1 

 

 

Spring 2 

 

 
 

Summer 1 

 

 

Summer 2 

 

 

Story Time/Suggested texts for shelf: 

Traditional Tales- Ugly Duckling, The King Who Banned The Dark. Aesop’s Fables, Grandad’s Island Benji Davies, Dinosaurs and All That 

Rubbish, The Dinosaur That Pooped Tom Fletcher, We all Went on Safari, Coming to England by Floella Benjamin, Wanted The perfect Pet, 

Mirror by Jeanie Baker, Hashtag Goldilocks A Cautionary Tale. 

Drawing Club/Class Reader Texts: 

The Giant Jam Sandwich, Goldilocks, Mr Benn, Are the Dinosaurs Dead Dad, Hansel and Gretel, Batfink, 100 Decker bus. 





KS2:  children will have exposure to our reading spine with a selection of carefully chosen class core texts, as well as a classroom reading areas stocked with additional texts consisting of a range of recommended reads. 
Year 3: 

 

Autumn term 1 

Linked Learning: Stone Age 

 

Autumn term 2  

Linked Learning: Environmental Theme 

. 

 

 
 
Linked Texts/ themes  

Week 2- The Owl and the Pussycat by Edward Lear 

Week 3  This is Me’ from The Greatest Showman 

Week 4  The Colour Monster by Anna Llenas 

Week 5 The Pebble In My Pocket by Meredith Hooper and Chris Coady 

Week 6 The Pebble In My Pocket by Meredith Hooper and Chris Coady 

Week 7   Same, Same But Different by Jenni Sue Kostechi Shaw 

Week 8   Planet Omar: Accidental Trouble Magnet by Zanib Mian 

 
 
 

Week 1  Sir Isaac Newton and the Apple Story 

Week 2  Magnets The Shepherd and the discovery of magnets 

Week 3 The Tunnel by Anthony Brown 

Week 4  Henry’s Freedom Box by Ellen Levine 

Week 5 The Iron Woman by Ted Hughes 

Week 6 Christmas 

Week 7 Assessment Week/STAR test 

 

Spring 1  

 

Spring 2  

 

 

 
 

 
 

Summer 1 

 

Summer 2  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



KS2: Year 4 

 
 

Autumn term 1  

 

Autumn term 2  

 

Linked Texts/Themes 
Week 2  Chocolate Cake by Michael Rosen 

Week 3  BFG by Roald Dahl 

Week 4  Fantastic Mr Fox by Roald Dahl 

Week 5 ADHD  

Week 6 The Sound Collector by Roger McGough 

Week 7 Refugees by Brian Bilston 

Week 8 The Boy At The Back Of The Class by Onjali Rauf 

 

Week 2 The Rhythm Of The Rain by Grahame Baker Smith 

Week 3 Plasma  

Week 4 After The Fall by Dan Santat 

Week 5 Alex Sparrow and the Really Big Stink 

Week 6 Christmas 

Week 7 Assessment Week/STAR test 

Spring 1 

 

 

Spring 2  

 

  

Summer 1  

 

Summer 2  

 

   



 
KS2: Year 5 
Autumn term 1  

 
  

 

 

 

Autumn term 2  

 

 

 

Linked Texts/Themes 

Week 2 We Refugees by Benjamin Zepheniah 

Week 3 The Clockwork Crow by Catherine Fisher 

Week 4 The Storm Keeper’s Island by Catherine Doyle  

Week 5 Cogheart by Peter Bunzl 

Week 6 Be Prepared (The Lion King) 

Week 7 Mentos and Coke 

Week 8 Floodland by Marcus Sedgwick 

 

Week 1 Jabberwocky by Lewis Carroll 

Week 2 Around the World in Eighty Days by Jules Verne 

Week 3 The Hobbit by JRR Tolkien 

Week 4 The Wolves In The Walls by Neil Gaiman 

Week 5 The Wolves In The Walls by Neil Gaiman 

Week 6 A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens 

Week 7 Assessment Week/STAR test 

Spring 1   

 

 

Spring 2  

 

 
  

Summer 1  

 

 
 

 

Summer 2  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
KS2: Year 6 

 

Autumn term 1  

 

Autumn term 2  

 

 
 

Linked Texts/ Set up AR 

Week 2  Tyger by William Blake 

Week 3  Defying Gravity from Wicked 

Week 4 Once by Morris Gleitzman 

Week 5 Goodnight Mr Tom by Michelle Magorian 

Week 6 The Arrival by Shaun Tan 

Week 7 The Arrival by Shaun Tan 

Week 8 The Arrival by Shaun Tan 

 

 

Week 1 Malamander by Thomas Taylor 

Week 2 The Dreamsnatcher by Abi Elphinstone 

Week 3 Room 13 by Robert Swindells 

Week 4 Farther by Grahame Baker-Smith 

Week 5 The Nowhere Emporium by Ross Mackenzie 

Week 6 Red Blood Cells 

Week 7Assessment Week/STAR testing 

 

Spring 1   

 

Spring 2  

 

 

  

  

 

Transition Text 

 
 

Pig Heart Boy 

Boy at the Back of the Class 

Kick 

 



 


